CHAPTER-5
RELATIONS BETWEEN MAN AND MAN.

COMMON FEATURES

All the three religions, Hinduism, Christianity and Islam declare that there is a
divine element in man (atma, Soul or nafs). Prof. Fazlur Rahman of the University of
Chicago writes that Koran does not appear to endorse the kind of doctrine of a
radical mind-body dualism found in Christianity and Hinduism, but Islam accepted it
later under the influence of al-Ghazali. This scholar seems to have relied on the
Koranic verses (15:29, 32:9, 38:73) which speak of God breathing his own spirit into
man after creating him. Man, Prof. Rahman adds, is thus distinguished from the rest
of creation. (Major Themes of the Quran, Bibliotheca Islamica, Chicago, 1980)
Scriptures demand that relations between human beings must be based on the
recognition of this element and the fact of being fellow-creatures of God. Human life
being finite and every human being accountable for one's deeds, the three religions
uniformly emphasise right conduct towards one another. They have laid down
guidelines for distinguishing right conduct from wrong conduct. These guidelines
are by and large similar, although one religion may emphasise some aspects while
the others stress some other aspects.

SPECIAL FEATURES
(1) Hinduism

Hinduism has laid down elaborate guidelines for the conduct of mutual relations
among humans. Although man's duties differ according to his Varna (caste) and
Ashrama (his stage in life), the Dharmasutra of Gautama emphasised eight personal
values (Atma Gunas) for all men irrespective of Varna and Ashrama: compassion
towards all beings (Daya), forbearance and tolerance (Kshanti), absence of envy
(Anasuya), purity in thought, word and deed (Saucha), avoiding over-exertion
(Anayasa), auspicious habits (mangala), absence of niggardliness or low spiritedness
(adainya) and the absence of greed (aspruha). It further declared that a person
possessing these eight virtues is sure to reach heaven even if there are deficiencies
in sacraments (samskaras) prescribed for his caste or stage in life (varnashrama
dharma) (Gautama Dharmasutra, 8:23-26). Manu prescribed ten ordinary duties
(Sadharana dharma): steadfastness (dhruti), forgiveness (kshama), control over mind
(dama), non-stealing (asteya), purity (saucha), restraint over the sense organs
(indriya nigraha), wisdom (dhee), learning (vidya), truth (satya) and freedom from
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